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e  Saturday May 2, 11:00 a.m.-noon reception: "Kids & Queen 
Victoria," twelfth annual art show in the Museum Gallery with 
work from Alameda elementary students.  The opening reception 
features Queen Victoria (played in 2006 by Edison Teacher Connie 
Turner, above) and live music by Lillian Cunningham.  Free. For 
information leave a message at 748.0796.  

Photo:  Judith Lynch
*  *  *  *  * 
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�Thursday July 30: "Winslow Homer and the Post Civil 
War Era in America," Art historian Colette Colester returns 
with another dynamic lecture. Underwritten by Peter Fletcher, Real 
Estate Broker, Windermere Real Estate. 

�Thursday August 27: "Swamps, Marshes, and Other 
Oakland Detritus" by architectural historian Betty Marvin. 
Underwritten by Robbie Dileo; member, Alameda Museum 
Board. 

�Thursday September 24: "Alameda Album" an illustrated 
talk by Paul Roberts based on two recently discovered vintage 
photo albums from the 1890s. 

NOTE: All lectures start at 7:00 p.m. at the Alameda Museum, 2324 
Alameda Avenue near Park Street. In case a lecture is cancelled 
Curator George Gunn will present a talk illustrated with images of 
hidden treasures from the Museum Archives. No reserved seats; 
come early to save a place and enjoy the exhibits in the History Hall 
and the Art Gallery. Admission is free for Museum members and $5 
for others. Topics may change without notice.  

Ample parking is available at the new parking structure, just a block 
away, with entrance on Oak Street near Central. 

For lecture information 
leave a message at 
748.0796 or check 
alameda-museum.org. 

 

 

 

 

Ricardo the reprobate 
takes his ease on the steps 
of the Pardee Home prior 
to introducing the 
Governor at his Alameda 
Museum lecture.   

 

Image: Judith Lynch  

Page 13 



Museum Lectures for 2009 
The Alameda Museum began its annual lecture series in 2001, and over the 
years speakers both famous and notorious have held forth. Something about 
the Alameda air must entice spirits from the ethereal zone, because we have 
hosted Louis Comfort Tiffany, Queen Victoria, Consort Prince Albert, 
Governor George Pardee, architect Julia Morgan and Ricardo the Reprobate 
on work furlough to clean Pardee’s stables. If you would like to underwrite 
one of these exciting lectures in 2009, the cost is only $150, and for that 
amount you get your name on all publicity, and you can introduce the 
speaker. (Or not) Only one is still bereft of a sponsor. To secure one, call 
Judith Lynch 748.0796, or email judithal@comcast.net  

�Thursday February 26: "Musing on Modernism" a talk 
about Saarinen’s Quest, a new book by the late Richard Knight, 
Alameda artist and author. Eero Saarinen was the architect for 
the St. Louis Arch and other visionary projects. Knight’s 
illustrated lecture will be presented by Alameda architect and 
author Pierluigi Serraino, who wrote the Endnote for the 
Saarinen book. Underwritten by Judith Lynch; member, 
Historical Advisory Board; member, Alameda Museum Board. 

�Thursday March 26: "Fair, Please" transportation buff and 
author Grant Ute on how people came from all over, by ferry, 
train, cable car, and trolley, to see the wonders of the Panama 
Pacific International Exposition, AKA the 1915 World’s Fair.  
Underwritten by Janelle Spatz, board member Alameda 
Architectural Preservation Society (AAPS) and Realtor, 
Bayside Real Estate. 

�Thursday April 30: "A.A. Cohen and Old Fernside," by 
architect and historian Hank Dunlop. Underwritten by 
Michael Studebaker and Cynthia Audet, owners, Gallagher & 
Lindsey, Inc., Realtors. 

�Thursday May 28: " A Home in Alameda," by local author 
and historian Woody Minor, based on his new book about 
Victorian era development. Underwritten by Ginger Schuler, 
member, Alameda Museum Board; Realtor, Harbor Bay. 

�Thursday June 25: "Pioneer Families of Alameda" 
presented by Dennis Evanosky and Eric Kos, coauthors of San 
Francisco in Photographs and East Bay Then and Now. 
Underwritten by Patricia M. Sahadi as a birthday present to 
herself.         
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From the Secretary’s Desk
 

by Robbie Dileo 

Page 6 

The winter issue focus is on the beginning of the lecture series in 
February and the start of a new board full of ideas to implement.  You 
will find details on the lectures on pages 12 and 13, so mark your 
calendars.  The art gallery schedule will be published next issue, and of 
course, we’ll keep you informed about upcoming projects. Don’t forget 
to come to the Membership Meeting in March and the Silent Auction.  
Docents come as our guests.  It’s always fun. 
 
While I’m delighted to be your Secretary for another year, it is with great 
sadness that I tell you of two amazing members that have passed since 
our last issue.   

REMEMBERED FONDLY 
In January, long-time Museum and Meyers 
House docent, Betty Sewell, died suddenly.   
Active in real estate and successful in getting us 
an estate sale a couple years back, we will all 
miss her wide smile, hearty laugh, fashion flair, 
and generous heart.  Jane Burgelin, Meyers 
House Docent Chair shared that Betty ALWAYS 
seemed to have a positive attitude about 
everything and would find something good to 
say about the worst situations.  Some people see 
the "glass half empty" Betty always "saw the 
glass half full"! Dependable, we loved her crazy 
big red feather hat, big rings, green toenail 
polish and huge bracelets.   

 
We must also bid farewell to Richard 
Knight. Many of you will remember him 
as helper with the lecture series, bartender 
at the annual luncheons, and husband of 
Judith Lynch, our Board member and 
organizer of the Lecture Series and Kids 
& Queen Victoria exhibits. A gifted artist 
and sculptor, he was one of the most 
fascinating men that I have known, 
coupled with an uncompromising joy of 
life. Richard’s recent book on architect 
Eero Saarinen is the focus of the February 
26th lecture.  Don’t miss it.  
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Gift Shop 
News 

 
If you haven’t visited our 
museum gift shop lately, 
don’t fail to stop by to check 
out some of our newly 
received merchandise, such 
as... 

 
ü a nice collection of vintage figurines priced 40% - 
60% off standard catalogue prices. 
 
ü a great assortment of large format pre-1920 sheet 
music, with wonderful illustrations, suitable for framing. 
 
ü our old and rare book department, featuring many first 
editions, at reasonable prices. 
 
ü a wide selection of costume jewelry priced 
inexpensively to move. 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 
Four 4-panel 
Victorian doors, 
$35-$45 each. 
 

Call  523-5907 
 
 
Or, stop by the Museum on Saturday. 



FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK 

Page 4 

by Diane Coler-Dark 
 

What a great museum membership we have. Thank 
you all for your nominations and participation in the 
election. We now have three new board members 
rolling up their sleeves to help the Museum: Dennis 
Reno, Bob Risley, and Sharron Tymn. The 
membership nominates and elects the board, which 
then elects the officers. Your officers are: Diane 
Coler-Dark (president), Chuck Millar (vice 

president), Robbie Dileo (secretary), and Bob Risley (treasurer). A fund-
raising committee was also formed. Dennis Reno took the lead with his 
high-tech background, and helpers, Ginger Schuler, Michael Studebaker, 
and Sharron Tymn ready to hit the ground running. 
 
Our museum is now doing what all other successful nonprofits do, 
soliciting bequests for future funding. Please read the insert in this 
Quarterly, and consider becoming a member of the Alameda Museum 
Legacy Society. We do not want to only thank you for your bequests 
after you are gone, but to recognize you now with your name printed on 
the Legacy Society Plaque in the Alameda Museum. Personally, years 
ago, I named an Alameda organization as beneficiary on my IRA and the 
Museum for a percentage of my estate, because I love my town, and want 
to ensure the continuation of valuable community assets for future 
generations. 
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 21st for the Annual 
Membership Luncheon, installation of the Board and Silent Auction. If 
you want to reserve a table, call me at 523 – 5907.  Ask some friends; it's 
a fun time that includes salad, entrée, dessert, and beverage, in a sit-down 
venue. Check page --? -- for your mail-in information. 
 
Many companies have programs of matching funds for donations made 
by their employees or retirees. Find out if your company has such a 
procedure and help out the Museum. Just think... you could quadruple 
your donation by sending in the double the bang for your buck form, 
and applying for the matching company's plan... sweet! 
 
New stuff to look forward to: George Gunn and Ron Ucovich are 
working to put together a new Phyllis Diller exhibit. Phyllis lived in 
Alameda for several years when her husband, Fang, worked at the Naval 
Air Station.  Once Ron's neighbor, she is now an organ donor to the 
Alameda Museum.  



 
 

 
From the Curator’s Desk 

by George Gunn 

   
It is with great sadness that I report the passing, 
suddenly, of our beloved docent, Betty Sewell. A 
longtime volunteer for the Museum and the Meyers 
House, her cheerfulness, interest in others, and 
spontaneous laughter will be missed by all. 

*     *     *     *     *     * 
The quote “all good things come to an end,” justly fits 
the taking down and boxing of the bridal exhibit at 
the Meyers House. Jane Burgelin and crew did an 
outstanding job with this beautiful display.  We are 
planning another exhibit there, however it is still in 
the planning stages. 

*     *     *     *     *     * 
Ross Dileo and Virgil Silver have been preparing the 
three-car garage at the Meyers House for an 
upcoming exhibit. It is one thing to have the artistic 
vision, but another to make it become a reality. When 
the garage is completed it will honor the late Richard 
Knight, husband of Judith Lynch, and a great 
supporter of the Museum. 
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Michael StudebakerGinger Schuler

Dennis RenoJudith Lynch
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Chuck Millar, Vice PresidentDiane Coler-Dark, President
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The Alameda Museum Quarterly Newsletter
is published in the spring, summer, fall, and winter of each year

by the Communications Staff of the Alameda Museum,
2324 Alameda Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501

Telephone 510-521-1233
Website:  www.alamedamuseum.org

(The Quarterly is also available in electronic form on the Museum website)
Museum Hours

1:30 pm - 4 :00 pmSunday
11:00 am  - 4:00 pmSaturday
1:30 pm - 4 :00 pmWednesday - Friday
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