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Memorial to
Old Terminus

Here Studied

Alameda is to have a memorial
commemorating the city as the
terminal of the first transconti-
nental railroad on Sept. 6, 1869.

The city council last night voted
its approval for a plaque to that
effect, subject to the approval of
city manager.

The vote followed a request by
the Alameda Gold Rush Centennial

torical Society that the plaque be

of Pacific Ave,

The actual terminal was 3429
feet west of the foot of Pacific
Ave, and Main St., but since that
is the present site of the Naval Air
Station's turning basin, the com-
mittee announced its preference
for the proposed location.

The leller of request from the
Centennial Committee, signed by
Neil P. Clark, secretary, cited the
Alta, California, newspaper report
of the Alameda welcome given the
first Overland Route passenger
train to arrive here.

“Every house that had a flag
displayed it; every head that had
a tongue joined the chorus; every
heart that could scan the past and
survey the future filled with emo-
tion as the spectre of fire and life
came and went."”

Those were the words with
which the reporter of that bygone
day recorded the spectacle as the
train zipped by on its way to the
+arminal.

Committee and the Alameda His-|'

erected at the extreme west end




Department of Natural Resources.

The dedication day will be the
{eightieth anniversary of the ar-
{rival of the first transcontinental
train, Mr. Croll said,

Site of the plague will be at the
foot of Pacific Ave. as near as
possible fo the criginal location of
the terminal.

The plaque will be presented fo
the Historical Society by the Cali-
fornia Centennials Commission.
The base and.wording for the
marker are being designed and
writien by a committee of the
society. W. E. Horrisberger, Dr.
‘Harry Smith and Judge Daniel H.
Knox are the committee members.

How Alameds happened to be
the'terminus for the first transcon-

ntal rallroad was due to the
‘earder appearance of the San

trains along what is now Lincoin
Avenue to High St. with exten-
sions that subsequently went as
far as San Leandro and Hayward.

Thus, when the Overland train
first steamed down from Sacra-
mento to the San Francisco Bay
it connected with the San Fran-
cisco and Alameda line whose
ferry service carried its passen-
gers and frelght across the bay
to San Francisco.

The connection with eastern
lines did not last long, however,
Soon afterwards the local line lost
its identity through consolidations
and sale which resulted in the
Western Pacific getting? formal
possession of the entire railroad
set-up in the growing East Bay.

For a while, though, Alameda
continued to boom as a railroad

was to be shortlived. :

Oakland business men, working
industriously to improve their city,
set about building a wharf that
would extend even into ship ¢han-
nels. At the same time they con-
structed slips which were large
enough {o accommodate the big-
gest vessels that ever came
through the Golden Gate under
canvas, 4

By the time the job was done
the Oakland wharf was over a mile
and a quarter long, 6900 feet gver-
all. Tt was also so wide that it
easily accommodated a railroad
track and a roadway big enough
for the driving of the enormous
horse-drawn drays that served as
the truck and trailer combinations
of the day. And et the end of the
whart there was a single ferry slip

big enough to take care of the
“El Capitan.”

Construction of the wharf did
the trick.

Alameda’s progress as a trans-
portation, and therefore industrial,
center was cut off as neatly as a
dandelion by a lawnmower,

The transcontinental trains
switched to Oakland and Alameda
was “left behind in the stream of
progress,” just as Mr, Croll's an-
nouncement said.






















